CHURCH BROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 2ND JULY 2026

Those present:					In attendance: 
Councillor Thorpe – Chair			Helena Steeples – Clerk
Councillor Bestall
Councillor Redfern
Councillor Speake
Councillor Warriner
Councillor Woodhall
DCC Councillor Redfern

43.0	APOLOGIES
	Apologies were received from SDDC Councillors Andrew; Davies & Meghani.

44.0	REPORTS FROM DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS & POLICE
Report from SDDC Councillors Andrew & Davies received on the day of the meeting but not read out at the meeting due to timings.
· We have fully put our efforts behind supporting local groups opposed to the Castle Way Energy scheme
· Cllr Andrew attended a community meeting in Egginton and took part in an initial meeting with Brockwell Energy with Cllr Kirke (Con: Etwall) and Cllr Hudson (Lab: Willington), to hear what they have to say and express the community opposition in particular from Church Broughton / Barton Blount and from Egginton.
· We got very few answers but the ones we did get were “interesting”, they only intend to have a single BESS (Battery Energy Storage System) site but say they have not decided its location yet. The whole scheme is for 300 MegaWatts of energy production with a 200 MegaWatt BESS. They are forming an “Special Delivery Vehicle” Company to in theory build the sites and be responsible for putting them back! (I am sure this is a dodgy as it sounds). They are planning to not have fences closer than 50m from properties. There will be a community fund for projects in local communities effected of £120,000 (sweetener fund)
· Cllrs Andrew and Davies, working with other Cllrs (such as Cllr Kirke) are looking to ensure that the Cumulative effect of this scheme alongside other schemes either being built now or approved or still under consideration are fully taken into account by the developer.
· Cllr Andrew attended a separate meeting with Brockwell Energy at Derby Airfield (Egginton) to say the Airfield owner was “incandescent” about their failure to consult him!
· Side note Brockwell have one other company doing another site East Park Energy in the same way the Castle Way Energy is our site and under each they have separate companies doing the delivery… They are currently employing 2 other consultancies to do their comms (347 a guy called Seb) and one to do the design work (Iceni a guy called Sam).
· We have found some research that suggests the Friends of the Earth organisation was able to challenge an NSIP proposal based on there being no clear rationale to the various sites. Brockwell when asked said theirs was any suitable site within 15km radius of Willington distribution point…

In other news
· We’ve been involved in meetings about the District Councils “Peer Challenge” whereby a group of experts from other Councils come in and advise the Council how it can improve.
· We’ve been working with the Head of Operations on improving weed clearing from the edge of roads and reporting issues with cardboard recycling following the introduction of the new food waste system
· The Government appear to have yet again pushed back any announcement on the Local Government Reorganisation until later this year…

Report from DCC Councillor Redfern
He advised that there appears to be objections to the recycling plasterboard unit on Woodyard Lane from JCB & the chicken farm. The application will go to DCC Waste & Mineral Rights Committee for reviewing. There appears to be no proper environmental risk assessment, and Church Broughton School would be in direct line of usual wind flow direction. It had been noted at a previous plasterboard recycling centre, that the dust can settle like concrete!

Councillor Warriner enquired if DCC Councillor Redfern knew if Foston & Scropton Parish Council would be objecting? Councillor Redfern was unable to advise either way but did advise that Foston & Scropton Parish Council do not presently have a clerk.

DCC Councillor Redfern has report numerous road issues including the lack of cutting of grass verges which are now impeding the line of sight of road users at junctions. DCC pay SDDC to cut the verges 4 times a year!

45.0	OUTSIDE BODIES PARTICIPATION
	None

46.0	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A parishioner advised that they had emailed Rebecca Enock at SDDC regarding WG Tankers. The new road has been put in but a tanker has been placed across the road!
SDDC Councillor Grahame has also spoken with Rebecca Enock about this issue. Items also raised include the concrete bollards, lighting and the vehicle units travelling along Heath Top.

The plasterboard recycling objections need to be  submitted online by 8th July. Residents are asked to send in their views and request an environmental impact assessment and ask for a highways assessment. It is understood that the site will be operating 24 hours a day and will have lorries arriving between 5.30am – 7pm on weekdays.  Lighting will be an issue if there are 24 hours a day operating time.

It is understood that the applicant has stated that HGV’s and vans will use the A50 to access the site and cannot use the country lanes.

DCC Councillor Redfern advised that he would chase the highways department on behalf of the parish council and that Eddie Stobarts have already left site where the plasterboard recycling is hoping to be established. Councillors and parishioners were advised that there has to be a legal argument for a planning application to be rejected.  It the planning application is turned down then it can go to the Secretary of State for reviewing.

47.0	TO RECEIVE & APPROVE REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION FROM MEMBERS ON WHICH THEY HAVE A DISCLOSURABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST & RECEIVE ANY OTHER DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	Item 49.3 - Councillor Redfern advised that he has been approached by Castle Way Energy but has not signed any documents.

48.0	MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 4TH JUNE 2026
	The minutes had been read and approved by all present. Proposed by Councillor Woodhall seconded by Councillor Warriner.

	MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 4TH JUNE 2026
	The minutes had been read and approved by all present. Proposed by Councillor Warriner seconded by Councillor Woodhall.

49.0	MATTERS ARISING

49.1	COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE
	None

49.2	COMMUNITY HALL
Councillor Thorpe advised that it is proposed that the Community Hall closes on 10th July. This will allow for the hall to be cleared prior to the builders starting week commencing 3rd August. It is presumed that the work will take 16 weeks and the hall can reopen in November. The clerk has submitted a form to our insurance company advising of the work – we are awaiting a response.

Councillor Thorpe advised that we have already had 2 bat surveys undertaken and there were no signs of bats in the roof/loft area or entering of leaving the roof a t night. The bat survey company have now recommended having another bat survey and also having ecologists on site when the roof is removed. A bat survey will cost approx. £1290 and the same amount again per day for an ecologist to be on site.
This will cost approximately £8000.

Councillors were advised that the National Lottery did not request a bat survey and there is no evidence that there are bats and a bat survey was not a planning application requirement

· Councillor Bestall enquired “Who requested the bat survey because they could be a £5000.00 fine for each bat disturbed.”

The working group (Councillor Thorpe, Mr Pedley, Ms Julia Williams, Mr Weil, Mr Spalton & Ms C Prince) have therefore recommended that another bat survey does not take place as all responsible steps have been taken to ensure there are no bats. If a bat is found, work will stop and an ecologist requested.
After discussion parish councillors were in agreement with the working group’s proposition.

Councillor Warriner requested that during the construction phase the parish council receives a monthly report from the project manager and also an update on finances,

49.3	SOLAR PANELS
Councillor Warriner had drafted a response to Castle Way Energy and advised comments should be made by 15th July. Items covered included:
1. The Cultural Significance and heritage of the landscape of Church Broughton & Barton Blount Hall and estate.
2. Ecology and Biodiversity - bats, Reptiles, Badgers, and Fish  in ponds
3. Visual Impact – lighting, glint & glare
4. Impact on small, narrow roads by HGV’s during construction
5. Water and flood risk
6. Impact on walkers, horse riders and cyclists
7. Loss of agricultural land and the effects of the solar panels when decommissioning
8. Impact on farm businesses, disturbance and drainage
9. Impact of local rural businesses
10. Air quality – dust emissions

Parish Councils were all in agreement to issue the email to Castle Way Energy.

Councillors Warriner and Speake were thanked for their efforts as well as all the working group.
	
Parishioners enquired if there would be parish council funds to help with payment for posters and signs and were advised that this was being discussed in item 8.6
All present were advised that the working group are lobbying local MP’s and a meeting is being arranged with John Whitby. Also, the working group are attending a meeting at Etwall on 6th July.

Councillors informed Clerk to not respond to Castle Way until September.

49.4	BOGGY LANE
	No update

49.5	RISK MANAGEMENT
	No items to update

49.6	READING ROOM LAND. HAS ANY WORK BEEN CARRIED OUT SINCE THE LAST MEETING
	Councillor Woodhall confirmed that 5 ½ hours had taken place.

50.0	FINANCE

50.1	FINANCE REPORT
	A finance report had been circulated prior to the meeting. No questions were raised.

50.2	CLERKS SALARY MAY £274.56 LESS TX = £217.76
It was proposed by Councillor Woodhall and seconded by Councillor Speake to pay the clerk’s salary Cheque serial number 001690 issued.

50.3	D WALLIS LENGTHSMAM MAY £81.28
It was proposed by Councillor Woodhall and seconded by Councillor Speake to pay the Mr Wallis. Cheque serial number 001691issued.

50.4	S RODERICK LENGTHSMAN MAY £71.17
It was proposed by Councillor Woodhall and seconded by Councillor Speake to pay Mr Roderick. Cheque serial number 001692 issued.

50.5	HMRC £93.20
It was proposed by Councillor Woodhall and seconded by Councillor Speake to pay HMRC.  Cheque serial number 001693 issued.

50.6	CONSIDER DONATION TO WORKING SOLAR PANEL WORKING GROUP
After discussion it was agreed to offer £250.00 towards the working groups costs. Clerk advised that all receipts/invoices would need to be given to payment or refund.

50.7	FINCH IT SOLUTIONS £228.52
It was proposed by Councillor Woodhall and seconded by Councillor Speake to pay Finch IT Solutions. Cheque serial number 001694 issued.

51.0	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

51.1	APPLICATION TO DETERMINE IF PRIOR APPROVAL IS REQUIRED UNDER PART 3 CLASS Q (AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS TO DWELLING HOUSES) FOR THE PROPOSED CONVERISON OF 1 AGRICULTURAL BUILDING TO 4 DWELLING HOUSES AT AGRICULTURAL LAND AT BROUGHTON HEATH LANE, CHURCH BROUGHTON
	No objections. ACTION: CLERK

51.2	CW39/0426/3 HANGER 5 WOODYARD LANE – PROPOSED PLASTERBOARD RECYCLING CENTRE
	The parish council objected as follows:
The Church Broughton Parish Council have been made aware of this application on 15.6.26. The deadline for comments is 19.6.26. It appears several other parties have been informed sometime ago. It is unacceptable that a development such as this has been brought to our notice at this time point. The attached SDDC LPA to the application clearly states local parish councils should be consulted. We have had discussions as a council and object to the development on the following grounds:

1.   The noise assessment refers to shift working and mentions shifts up to midnight and further mentions forklifts. Reverse alarms and another noise will cause significant local disturbance, sleep disturbance and impact on mental and physical health.
2.   The documents refer to a similar development at Avonmouth (and Durham in one). However, the Air quality assessment (AQA) uses modelling to predict the risks of particulate matter, and in particular on the smallest fragments that are harmful to health. An arbitrary 1km boundary seems to be set. The AQA also refers to no amenity settings within 1km and goes onto quote the prevailing south westerly winds. Our school (and indeed) many homes are to the North East. The Church Broughton CofE primary school is 1.38km and the village park 1.28km to the North East. The data are based are models and not real life data. Why has the Avonmouth (or Durham) plant not been used as in the noise assessment? We fail to be reassured on air safety. If permission is granted we trust regular inspections to ensure all mitigations mentioned in the document are enforced.
3.   The transport document is a draft document. It makes no comment on the current state of the road. Whilst we appreciate there will be fewer journeys the road is in such a poor state that there have been several recent incidences of damage to local vehicles. If permission is granted the road needs a major upgrade. Previous permissions granted for HGV use have led to the terrible state of Woodyard lane. The highways consultation has clearly not visited and inspected Woodyard Lane.
4.   The application form states there will be fibre recycling 24 hours per day, plasterboard 0630-0000 and HGVs 0600-2200. The noise assessment is at complete odds with this; respectively fibre “0700-1700 but likely to increase”, plasterboard “0700-1700 likely, or 2 shifts 0630-0000”, “HGV movement will be in daytime working hours”. Therefore, the noise assessment cannot be relied on. See 1 above re impacts. If this noise assessment is used then its quoted hours have to be enforced.
5. There is no assessment or discussion on the impact on food/drink production in the adjacent chicken farm and Lidl bottling plant.
	
We reserve the right to make further comments when we have had time to fully assimilate many lengthy documents. ACTION: CLERK 

Councillor Warriner queried the planning application and was advised that this was a DCC planning application not SDDC. Councillor Warriner to check SDDC’s website.

51.3	CERTIFICATE OF LAWFULNESS FOR EXISTING BARN CONVERSION DEVELOPED NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH APPROVED PLANS AT THE BYRE, TWISSES BANK, HAREHILL, ASHBOURNE
	No objections. ACTION: CLERK


52.0	REPORTS

52.1	ROADS
	Road report submitted by Councillor Speake as at 01.072.6

· Most, if not all, of previously reported repairs have been completed.
· I’m not sure if these are temporary or permanent repairs, variable state
· There are a lot of minor issues that resurfacing would hopefully help prevent further deterioration. Too many to report
· I’m not aware of any plans to resurface
· Woodyard lane is still terrible, patches on patches

Reported:
1. Woodyard lane
Under 3 separate, but really all potholed with various sizes
FSC852675784
FSC852681213
FSC852681935

1. Bent lane/Sutton Lane Junction
2 potholes reported on the junction FSC 852678853
Few yards South on Bent Lane x3 potholes FSC852682830

1. Bent lane by Golf club
Pothole x1 FSC 852696403

1. Longford Lane
Section on West side South of double bends FSC 852697804
On double bends plus just North FSC 852699102

1. Marjory Lane
Single pothole near fishing pond FSC 852711331
Poor section just up from bends FSC 852712411
Further section of small potholes further up FSC852713815

1. Muse lane
Area near top with potholes both sides FSC 852720571

1. Woodhouse lane
Whole road lots of small potholes FSC 852 723363
Large pothole outside wood FSC 852 725057

1. Woodhouse/Crowfoot Junction
2 potholes on junction FSC 852 725945

1. Crowfoot lane
Area of potholes at bottom of hill FSC 852727390
Area of pothole at top, near Sapperton end FSC 852 728642

1. Ashbourne road
Near Covert cott, on bends and just N both sides in poor state FSC 852 730546

Councillor Redfern was asked to cut the park hedge when he starts hedge cutting. ACTION: COUNCILLOR REDFERN

52.2	FOOTPATHS/MINOR MAINTENANCE
Councillor Woodhall had been in contact with the residents at Barton Hall to clear FP7.

53.0	CORRESPONDENCE
A letter had been received from a resident re a dead tree on land by Auden Close/Tippers Lane. Parish Councillors discussed the email, and it was agreed that the clerk advise that the land is not owned by the Parish Council or SDDC – it is owned by the Crown Estates. Clerk to respond advising that several years this was discussed at parish council meetings, and it was agreed that the parish council would not be able to purchase the land. Several resident meetings were held regarding this land, and the matter was left with them to decide how they wished to move forward re purchase and maintenance.

Clerk to issue a request that garden bushes/shrubs/hedges which are over-hanging the roads to be trimmed to aid drivers’ line of sight. ACTION: CLERK

	A couple of complaints in response to a request for parishioners to be aware that footpaths are for pedestrians, not vehicles, horse or bikes. Also, that smoking of weed of Little Meadow had been reported to the parish council. It was agreed that the following would be issued:
	Further to this email regarding footpaths , the parish council wish to apologise if anyone felt they had been offended by the mail. The parish council had received verbal reports of misbehaviour and would kindly ask people to be mindful and respectful when using footpaths. If anyone notices any misbehaviour to please report to the police. ACTION: CLERK

	Clerk asked to contact police and arrange for them to attend a meeting. ACTION: CLERK

	A parishioner had asked if the parish council would be able to ask highways to:
1. Put in dropped kerbs to help elderly and disabled, so they do not have to walk in the road
2. Install a 20-mile speed limit
3. Implement a one-way system on Old Hall Lane
After discussion it was agreed to ask DCC Councillor Redfern’s assistance with items 1 & 2. ACTION: CLERK

Further to Councillor Speake’s enquiry with highways re the sped of traffic on Ashbourne Road particularly at the end near Meadow Covert., highways have reported that no accidents have been reported so they will not be able to be able to help. Clerk to email village asking that any accidents/incidents are reported to the police. ACTION: CLERK

Coach Park on Woodyard Lane – SDDC are waiting for enforcement. The owners are only allowed to take vehicles off the site during this time.

CONNECT FIBRE – PROJECT GIGABIT
Councillor Thorpe advised that this is coming to our area soon and they have offered free broadband for 2 years to the Community Hall.
	
54.0	POLICIES

54.1	IT POLCY
Clerk had prepared an IT Policy as per audit. Parish councillors to discuss in September.

55.0	CHAIRMANS NOTICES
	None

56.0	ITEMS TO BE SUBMIITED PRIOR TO MEETING
	None

57.0	DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING
	Date of next meeting Thursday 3rd September
Due to the closure of the Community Hall for building work the venue of the net meeting will need to be confirmed.

58.0	MEETING CLOSED
	8.30pm

