 nCHURCH BROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 14TH MAY 2026 AT  CHURCH BROUGHTON COMMUNITY HALL, FOLLOWED  BY THE MAY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Those present:
Councillor Thorpe – Chair
Councillor Bestall
Councillor Redfern
Councillor Speake
Councillor Warriner
Councillor Woodhall
30+ parishioners in attendance

16.0	APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from SDDC Councillors Andrew, Davies & Meghani & Mr Weil (parishioner).

ELECTION OF CHAIR
Councillor Thorpe offered to stand as Chair and there were no further nominations. All Councillors were in approval of Councillor Thorpe accepting the position. Councillor Thorpe duly accepted the position.

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR
It was proposed by Councillor Thorpe and seconded by Councillor Woodhall to appoint Councillor Speake as Vice Chair. All Councillors were in favour. Councillor Speake duly accepted the position.

ELECTION OF COUNCILLORS TO COMMITTEES
It was proposed and seconded by all present to elect Councillors to the following committees:
	Footpaths/Minor Maintenance 	Councillor Woodhall
	Roads					Councillor Speake

Community Hall Management	this committee needs a nominated.
Representative Councillor, other Councillors may deputise as necessary but the 
committee can only function with a Parish Councillor in attendance.
Councillor Thorpe accepted the position.

	CHAIR TO COMPLETE DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Councillor Thorpe completed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office

17.0	REPORTS FROM DISTRICT, COUNTY COUNCILLORS AND POLICE
	Report from SDDC Councillors Andrew & Davies
Enforcement Cases – update 
Grandad’s House, Woodyard Lane, Foston –(Coach Park Woodyard Lane). aThe Appeal has been dismissed, and Enforcement action will now follow. Enforcement Notice and Stop Notice served on 30 April 2026. 

The Stop Notice requires the landowner to cease the unauthorised use of the land as a commercial coach business. This took effect on 3 May 2026. The Parish Council would request that any sign of ongoing use to be reported to SDDC, Enforcement Team.

The Enforcement Notice takes effect on 30 May 2026 and requires the following steps to be carried out within a period of six months: 
1. Cease the unauthorised use of the agricultural land as a commercial coach business. 
1. Remove all commercial coaches, vehicles, and associated equipment from the land that do not benefit from planning permission. 
1. Remove all hardstanding, aggregate, and other surfacing installed in connection with the commercial coach business. 
1. Restore the land to its former agricultural condition, including regrading with topsoil and reseeding. 

The landowner has the right to appeal the Enforcement Notice, but there is no right of appeal against the Stop Notice, which must be complied with from the date it takes effect. 

A nearby case (most people travelling between Hilton and Church Broughton will see this site on the corner)… 
Derby Road, Hatton (opposite Windsor Avenue) - The Enforcement team served a Temporary Stop Notice to prevent further development. This has now been followed up with the serving of an Enforcement Notice and Stop Notice. The case has gone to a written reps appeal. Awaiting the Planning Inspectorate to progress the appeal. 

Brockwell Energy / Castle Way Energy – proposals for large scale solar farms surrounding Church Broughton. 

The “consultation” is part of a process under the Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) rules that completely take local planning authorities out of the process beyond “considering” the comments. Any decision will be adjudged by the Secretary for State (via Planning Inspectors). Jayne and I believe this is an example of the supplier “gaming the system” to avoid proper local scrutiny but putting together a whole load of disparate schemes. As well as addressing any comments to enquiries@brockwellenergy.com we recommend residents send all comments to john.whitby@parliament.uk as it stands only those in the halls of Westminster can have an impact on the final decision! 

Needless to say, we are horrified by the specific impact of the proposals around Church Broughton and will support the Parish Council in any ways we can. 

May Day Fete 
I was happy to attend with my partner Karen and thought the whole event very well organised and attended (a shame the weather wasn’t a little warmer!). 

Contact number of Jayne. 
	Jayne now has an official SDDC mobile and can be contacted on 07909 599072
	
Report from DCC Councillor Redfern
· I have spoken to a footpath officer in DCC and the application for Boggy Lane has been approved and the wooded strip of land has been adopted by the council. As it was previously unadopted by anyone. There will be a consultation now to see if there are any objections and if there is it will go to the government inspectorate for approval, which will highly likely be approved from what I was told. This means the land now will have to be cleared to open a byway which has been in place since at least the 1700s from what I was told by the officer as Church Broughton used to be part of the Chatsworth estate. And maps have been found showing it was a byway hundreds of years ago. And this byway was one of few access points to the settlement.
· I've received a consultation for a planning application on Hangar 5 Woodyard Lane to convert one of the business units into a waste recovery site, I have not yet had chance to look over it in detail yet, I’m not sure if the parish council has been made aware yet.
· There has been some road patching and repairs carried out within the parish and some yet to be completed on heath top area.
· I have asked for Woodyard Lane to be assessed for some major surfacing improvements, but highways officers have said the road is in a functional condition, but I have objected to this and getting a meeting with a senior officer.
· The footpath to the North West of the village that has been applied to be converted to a bridleway is still ongoing, but I've been made aware a judgement will be made very shortly and hope to report back to the parish council next month.

18.0	OUTSIDE BODIES PARTICIPATION
	None

19.0	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
	It was agreed to postpone this item until 7pm.

20.0	TO RECEIVE & APPROVE REQUESTS FOR DEISPENSATION FROM MEMBERS IN WHICH THEY HAVE A DISCLOSURABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST & RECEIVE ANY OTHER DECLARATION OF INTEREST	
	Councillor Redfern advised that he has been approach by the Solar Farm company but had not signed any documentation.
DCC Councillor Redfern advised that he had taken guidance from the Monitoring Office and was advised that he did not need to declare in interest in the possible erection of a solar panels on his father’s land because 1) he did not own the land & 2) he would not profit the possible installation.

21.0	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 2ND APRIL 2026
The minutes were read, approved by all present. Councillor Speake and seconded by Councillor Warriner.

22.0	MATTERS ARISING

21.1	COMMUNITY HALL PLAN UPDATE
	No report

21.2	COMMUNITY HALL
Councillor Thorpe advised that the Community Hall working group on behalf of the Parish Council had been successful in obtaining Lottery Grant funding for the refurbishment of the Community Hall with a grant of £304,008.00. Signed Acceptance forms and copy bank statement had been sent to the National Lottery as requested.

Councillor Thorpe thanked Mr Pedley, Ms Williams and the Community Working Group for their tremendous efforts.

21.3	RISK MANAGEMENT
No amendments at present but Councillors to consider if financial implications for the refurbishment of the Community Hall at next meeting. ACTION: ALL

21.4	READING ROOM LAND, HAS ANY WORK BEEN CARRIED OUT SINCE LAST MEETING
Councillor Woodhall advised that approximately 6 hours work had taken place on the 20th and 29th April. Damage had occurred and been rectified.

22.0	FINANCE

22.1	FINANCE REPORT
	Clerk had circulated a report as at 30th April 2026.

22.2	CLERKS SALARY MARCH £260.00 LESS TAX = £211.20
It was proposed by Councillor Speake and seconded by Councillor Woodhall to pay the clerks salary. Cheque serial number 001675 issued.

22.3	D WALLIS LENGTHSMAN MARCH £78.28
It was proposed by Councillor Speake and seconded by Councillor Woodhall to pay Mr Wallis. Cheque serial number 001676 issued.

22.4	S RODERCIK LENGTHSMAN MARCH £88.09
It was proposed by Councillor Speake and seconded by Councillor Woodhall to pay Mr Roderick. Cheque serial number 001677 issued.

22.5	HMRC £94.00
It was proposed by Councillor Speake and seconded by Councillor Woodhall to pay HMRC. Cheque serial number 001678 issued.

22.6	DONATION TO WINE & ROSES GROUP £150.00
Further to the request last month, it was proposed by Councillor Speake and seconded by Councillor Woodhall to donate £150.00 for the upkeep for the upkeep of the village tubs. Cheque serial number 001679 issued.

22.7	ARBTECH £2852.10
It was proposed by Councillor Speake and seconded by Councillor Woodhall to pay Arbtech for the bat survey. Cheque serial number 001680 issued.

22.8	BRADLEY ACCOUNTING PLUS £84.00
It was proposed by Councillor Speake and seconded by Councillor Woodhall to pay Bradley Accounting. Cheque serial number 001681 issued.

22.9	D PEDLEY £54.98
It was proposed by Councillor Speake and seconded by Councillor Woodhall to reimburse Mr Pedley for the land register fees for the Community Hall. This was a requirement for the Lottery Fund Application. Cheque serial number 001682 issued.

22.10	COMMUNITY HEARTBEAT TRUST (SOLUTIONS) LTD £151.20
It was proposed by Councillor Speake and seconded by Councillor Woodhall to pay Community Heartbeat for the support cover for the defibrillator. Cheque serial number 001683 issued.

22.11	COUNCIL TO AGREE SURPLUS INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE FOR COMMUNITY HALL & INSTRUCT TRANSFER TO THIS AMOUNT FROM THE PC CURRENT ACCOUNT TO THE PC SAVINGS ACCOUNT
	Clerk advised that the accounts are in with the auditor and this item would have to be deferred until the next meeting.

22.12	AUDIT
	Clerk advised that the accounts are still with the auditor.

23.0	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

23.1	DMPA/2026/0115 - CHANGE OF USE OF LAND TO USE AS A REGISTERED GYPSY/TRAVELLER CARAVAN SITE FOR THE STATIONING OF 6 CRAVANS, INCLUDING NO MORE THAN 3 STATIC CARAVNS/MOBILE HOMES, TOGETHER WITH THE LAYING OF HARDSTANDING, ERECTION OF COMMUNAL DAYROOM & IIMPROVEMENT OF ACCESS, BROUGHTON HEATH LANE, DERBY DE65 5PU
	Parish Councillors objected to the above planning application for the following reasons:
3. This should have been a retrospective planning application.
3. Is there a need for this additional site as there is a site within 1 mile (Sutton Lane) which is not full.
3. The site does not appear sufficiently large enough for 6 caravans, 3 static caravans/mobile homes & communal day room.
3. Access to site which is close to a junction.
ACTION: CLERK


The Annual Parish Council was adjourned at 7pm for the public to join in Public Participation.

19.0	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
	Boggy Lane
	Parishioners asked for clarity on the application to reopen Boggy Lane.
Councillor Speake advised that Boggy Lane ceased to be used as a road into the village many years ago, when Church Broughton Parish was under Repton Council and then became a dumping ground for rubbish. Derbyshire County Council have been unable to find a stop notice. This does not mean one was not given at the time, but one cannot now be found. If no stop order can be found Boggy Lane will have to be cleared of trees/shrubs/rubbish. Also, there are badger sets in Boggy Lane.  Boggy Lane could become fenced off as a “restricted highway”.

It is understood there will a 40-day consultation period commencing on 21st May 2026.

Parishioners enquired if a retrospective stop order could be put in place. DCC Councillor Redfern to enquire . ACTION: DCC COUNCILLOR REDFERN

It was agreed to discuss this item at the next meeting.

Solar Panels
Councillor D Redfern declared an interest as he is in contact with the solar panel company and DCC Councillor Redfern had been advised by the monitoring officer that he did not need to declare an interest.

The Parish Council was officially advised of the proposed solar and battery and storage system (BESS) development to the west of Derby on 1st May 2026 by Brockwell Energy and Castle Way Energy. Brockwell Energy has secured an agreement with the National Energy System Operator Castle Way Energy into the electricity transmission network at Willington 400kv substation.

Their Proposals
Because the project would produce more than 100MW of electricity, it will be classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the Planning Act 2008. 

NSIPs apply for planning permission through the Development Consent Order (DCO) process. DCO applications are subject to detailed scrutiny by an independent inspector appointed by the Planning Inspectorate (PINS), before the final decision about whether or not to grant planning consent is determined by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Planning permission would be sought for 40 years, which is the amount of time they would be leasing the land from landowners. At the end of this period, the solar farm would be decommissioned and the land restored, where reasonably practicable, to its previous condition in line with the lease agreement. 

Castle Way Energy are in the early stage of the process and design. They would like to have open and constructive engagement with stakeholders and would like to attend a meeting with the Parish Council.

Parishioners were advised that no planning application had been received. 

Mr Warriner thanked everyone who had responded to the survey and asked for more parishioners to complete.

Parishioners were against the solar farm due to the following reasons:
Footpath north of solar farm heavily used.
Impact on residents and wildlife
Agricultural land grade 3, good to moderate
Building on green area which parishioners walk
Badger sets
Construction impact on roads and residents
Narrow country lanes not made for large vehicles.
Barton Hall is a grade 2 listed building.
Privacy impact with CCTV surveillance
Property will be devalued.
Solar panels will be 4 metres high.
Possible nosie from solar panels.

It was suggested that we ask Newlands Farm shop to have survey there for residents/walkers/cyclists to complete.
Get wider community engagement.
Signage against solar farm around village
Seek advice from villages who have fought against solar panels.

Parishioners were thanked for attending and were advised that the Parish Council would be discussing the proposed solar farm later in their meeting. Councillor Thorpe advised that fighting the proposed solar farm would incur costs and people need to be aware that this would have to be funded by parishioners.

Many parishioners left the meeting at approximately 8pm. Parishioners who remained were advised not to speak.

23.2	POSSIBLE PLANNING APPLICATION FOR SOLAR PANELS
Councillors discussed the possible erection of solar panels in the parish in great depth, and all were in agreement that they wished to oppose the solar farm. 

After a great deal of discussion and agreed by all present that a working group would be set up independently of the Parish Council but would report back to Parish Council meetings on what was happening. Having an independent working group will enable the group to work quicker than the Parish Council. Councillors Warriner and Speake will be part of the working group but act privately not as parish councillors.

It was agreed by all present to issue the following statement to the parish:

The Church Broughton Parish Council strongly objects to the proposed Solar Farm to the North of Church Broughton as communicated by Brockwell Energy to a number of the residents of the Church Broughton and Barton Blount parishes in April 2026.  
 It supports the efforts of members of the community to stop the advancement of the Solar Farm before it reaches later, formal consultation or planning application stages. It adds this objection to those efforts and will seek to make further statements and representations in support of this endpoint going forward.
 Specifically, it considers that there are grounds to object to any solar installation on the basis of : the negative impact on some species of local wildlife (fauna and flora), the reduction in the enjoyment and utility that the community would get from local paths and bridleways across the affected fields, the negative impact on the setting and cultural relevance of the Grade 2 listed Barton Blount Hall in its current and historic estate grounds, the archaeological importance and setting of the medieval village to the North East of Barton Hall, the loss of Grade 3 (Good to Moderate) farmland from productive use, the impact of construction traffic on the small, local roads for an extended period of time, the impact on the properties of local residents, both close to and more removed from the area being considered for the installation.
Councillor Warriner will act as private individual and contact parishioners who wish to be involved in the working group. It was felt that a working group working together would have more effect than individuals opposing the solar farm. The working group will update Parish Councillors at parish council meetings.
24.0	REPORTS
24.1	ROADS
	Councillor Speake had submitted a report prior to the meeting:
Repairs have been undertaken some temporary and some permanent. The majority of those reported have been inspected and put down for repair with a lot still waiting to be done.

24.2	MINOR MAINTENANCE
	The stile on Church Road, nr Auden Close is very unstable, unsafe.
	FP 20 little Meadow Lane 
Work has been carried out on Little Meadow Lane in March and April.
Some Trees have been made safe.
Fp37vWilliam Treves senior technician from DCC, emailed to say that a replacement footbridge scheme of works has been issued to be installed in the next 3 months.
	None of the footpath signs have been replaced. 

Clerk informed all present that she had advised DCC minor maintenance that the Parish Council would like to participate in the minor maintenance scheme for 26/27 and receive an allocation of £430.00.

25.0	POLICIES
	None had been prepared for reviewing.

26.0	CHAIRMANS NOTICES

26.1	LETTER FROM CASTLE ENERGY
Castle Energy would like to attend the meeting in July. Clerk to respond and advice a decision will be made at the meeting in June.

26.2	CONSIDER DATE FOR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
	4th June  at 6pm

27.0	DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Annual Parish Meeting 4th June at 6pm followed by the Parish Council meeting at 7pm.

28.0	MEETING CLOSED
	9.10pm

