CHURCH BROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 5TH MARCH 2026

Those present:					In attendance:
Councillor Thorpe-Chair			Helena Steeples-Clerk
Councill Bestall
Councillor Redfern
Councillor Speake
Councillor Woodhall
SDDC Councillor Davies
2 parishioners 

145.0	APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Warriner; SDDC Councillors Andrew & Meghani; & DCC Councillor Redfern.

146.0	REPORTS FROM DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS & POLICE
	Report from SDDC Councillor Meghani:
	1. Policing Update:  
I recently met with our local PCSO to discuss policing. While crime levels remain calm, there has been a slight rise in car crime. I am also working with the police to establish a new Hilton Community Speed Watch scheme, and we are seeking local volunteers. 
	2. Budget and Council Tax: 
In late February, Labour-controlled South Derbyshire District Council voted to approve its annual budget which included a Council Tax increase of 2.99%. Elsewhere in Derbyshire, the Reform administration at the County Council has also increased Council Tax by 4.9%. These tax rises will be reflected in household bills from April onwards. 	
3. Local Government Reform:  
Proposals for Local Government Reorganisation in Derbyshire are progressing, with potential changes to district councils from around 2028. I will continue to monitor developments and keep residents and Parish Councils updated. 

	Report from SDDC Councillors Andrew & Davies
1. Bus depot on Woodyard Lane - Planning Application was refused but enforcement action is prevented by their appeal to the Planning Inspectorate in Central Government. This may take some time to decide as Central Government are prioritising house building developments
2. SDDC Councillor Davies reported that the owners have lodged an appeal with the National Planning 
3. Planning application DMPA/2025/1565 change of use from agricultural/turkey rearing to HGV storage at Brandon’s Poultry. Clerk was asked to send a copy of the parish councils’ response to her.
4. A retrospective planning application has been lodge for the traveller site at the bottom of Bent Lane.
5. Fly tipping on Hay Lane is being investigated

147.0	OUTSIDE BODIES PARTICIPATION
	None

148.0	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Two parishioners spoke on the application to claim an upgrade to public footpath 16 to bridleway. Both parties did not know about the application until parish councillors made them aware. Concerns were raised about animal health and welfare; biosecurity risks; damage to cultivated and managed land; security & misuse; the possible spread of TB; the public & horse riders leaving gates open; and cattle mixing from both farms.  Both parties did not object to footpaths but felt the upgrade to a bridleway was not required. 

149.0	TO RECEIVE & APPROVE REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION FROM MEMBERS ON WHICH THEY HAVE A DISCLOSURABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST & RECEIVE ANY OTHER DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	None

150.0	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 5th February were read, approved and signed. Proposed by Councillor Woodhall and seconded by Councillor Bestall.

151.0	MATTERS ARISING

151.1	COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE
	None

151.2	COMMUNITY HALL
	None

151.3	RISK MANAGEMENT
	None

151.4	READING ROOM LAND – HAS ANY WORK BEEN CARRIED OUT SINCE LAST MEETING.
	None

152.0	FINANCE

152.1	FINANCE REPORT
Clerk to issue spreadsheet when the bank statements have been received. ACTION: CLERK

152.2	CLERKS SALARY £264.00 LESS TAX = £211.20
It was proposed by Councillor Woodhall and seconded by Councillor Speake to pay the Clerk. Cheque serial number 001604

152.3	CLERKS USE OF HOME £100
It was proposed by Councillor Woodhall and seconded by Councillor Speake to pay the Clerk the half yearly payment. Cheque serial number 001605

152.4	CLERKS EXPENSES £97.37
It was proposed by Councillor Woodhall and seconded by Councillor Speake to pay the Clerk. expenses Cheque serial number 001606

152.5	D WALLIS LENGHTSMAN £97.70
It was proposed by Councillor Woodhall and seconded by Councillor Speake to pay Mr Wallis. Cheque serial number 001607

152.6	S RODERICK LENGTHSMAN £68.27
It was proposed by Councillor Woodhall and seconded by Councillor Speake to pay Mr Roderick. Cheque serial number 001608

152.7	HMRC £94.40
It was proposed by Councillor Woodhall and seconded by Councillor Speake to pay HMRC. Cheque serial number 001609

152.8	ARBTECH CONSULTING £950.70
It was proposed by Councillor Woodhall and seconded by Councillor Speake to pay Arbtech the deposit for the bat survey. Cheque serial number 001603

152.9	REVIEW RATES OF PAY
Clerk advised that the lengthsmen are both paid the National Minimum Wage of £12.21 for hours worked from 1st April 2025 as they are both over the age of 23 years. The National Minimum Wage has now been increased to £12.71 from 1st April 2025. Councillors approved the increase in hourly wage from 1st April 2026. 

Clerk reminded Councillors that her rate of pay is currently £264.00.000 per month for 16 hours work, from 1st April 2025 which equates to £16.50 per hour 

Clerk left the room for Councillors to discuss her rate of pay.

	Clerk returned to the room.  Councillor Thorpe advised the Clerk, that Councillors had agreed to increase her salary by 4% from £16.50 to £17.16 per hour, representing a 4% increase.  Clerk thanked Councillors

152.10	ASSET REGISTER
	Clerk presented the updated Asset Register which was duly approved.

153.0	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

153.1	DMPA/2025/1565 – CHANGE OF USE FROM AGRICULTUAL/TURKEY REARING TO HGV STORAGE (USE CLASS B8) AT BRANDONS POULTRY FARM, UNNAMED ROAD FROM COTE BOTTOM LANE TO BENT LANE, HEATH TOP, DERBYN DE65 5AY
Objections to proposed development of Brandons Turkey farm which is currently being used as an unauthorised heavy goods vehicle park (HGV) on the grounds of current access and road safety concerns. 
	
The current site has been in use for two years with a lot of large heavy goods vehicle (HGV) activity to the severe detriment of Woodyard Lane and the unnamed road over Heath top. Woodyard lane is a heavily loaded rural road and a school access route. This has already led to damage to cars and some near miss accidents. We do not believe the current planning permission gives this access and certainly not to the current frequency or size of vehicle. As stated in the application the permission granted previously was for a Turkey farm and very different to the current use with numerous large HGV journeys per day. We very much support all access to this site to be through Dove Valley Park (DVP) on roads that are of the standard required. This would be in keeping with the access granted to the adjacent innovation centre on DVP coming through the industrial park.
	
In the planning statement 3.4 it is planned to maintain current access; we would oppose this for the above reasons. We would have no issue with foot and cycle traffic through the current access and if this is not acceptable then a 2-meter barrier to be placed across the current access.
	
We would ask that all lighting is down pointing and restricted during the hours of darkness.

In addition, natural hedge screening should be stipulated to the residential boundary to the North of DVP.

All use should be limited to vehicles no higher than 4 metres.

We would also point out that the Application Form has inaccuracies:
1. State ’no’ to new access - this is the basis of the whole application.
2. Can the road be seen from a public road? -  state ’no’. It can be clearly seen.
 
In addition, there are no plans for facilities e.g. toilets.

153.2 	WILDLIFE & COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 – CLAIM FOR A RIGHT OF WAY TO UPGRADE PUBLIC FOOTPATH NO 16 TO A BRIDLEWAY CHURCH BROUGHTON
	Councillors discussed the application and were in agreement to object. Clerk to prepare and issue letter.

154.0	REPORTS

154.1	ROADS
	There appears to have been some temporary repairs but due to bad weather repairs have been very limited. 

154.2	MINOR MAINTENANCE/FOOTPATHS
	FP 16 – Mr webster to repair stile
The damaged stile on Little Meadow Lane has been taken out and there is now a gap through which to access footpath.

155.0	CORRESPONDENCE
An email had been received regarding the state of the roads, car/vans parked on Main Street; & the need for hedges to be cut.
DCC have been notified of repairs which need to be undertaken and the cars/vans on the corner of Main Street have been now removed.
Hedges – Derby County Council Highways to be informed. ACTION: COUNCILLOR THORPE

156.0	POLICIES

156.1	ACCESSABILITY POLICY
Councillor Warriner had reviewed and the document had been presented to Councillors. Plan approved.

156.2	FINANCIAL RISK ASSESSEMTN
	Clerk had reviewed and updated the Financial Risk Assessment and circulated.
	Councillors approved

157.0	CHAIRMANS NOTICES
	None

158.0	DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING
	Thursday 2nd April 2026

159.0	MEETING CLOSURE
	8.30pm

